
Global estimates published by WHO indicate that about 1 in 3 (35%) women 
worldwide have experienced either physical and/or sexual intimate partner 
violence or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime2 .

Also (1:3) 33% of Irish respondents thought that violence against women was 
very common, and 50% thought it was fairly common3. 

1
in
3

1 in 7
Women  in Ireland 
experience severe
domestic violence

1 in 17
Men  in Ireland 
experience severe
domestic violence
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For queries or further information please contact your local Family Resource Centre or Frontline Service 

Full or partial completion of this checklist does not replace the role of the frontline services. 
Best practice recommends you consult with or refer to your local frontline services. 

*’The term Domestic Violence and Domestic Abuse can be used interchangeably.’

DEFINITION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
*Domestic Violence refers to the use of physical or emotional force or threat of physical force, 
including sexual violence, in close adult relationships (National Task Force on Violence against 
Women, 1997). This includes violence perpetrated by a spouse, partner, son, daughter or 
any other person who has a close or blood relationship with the victim. The term ‘domestic 
violenviolence’ goes beyond actual physical violence. It can also involve emotional abuse such as 
the destruction of property, isolation from friends, family and other potential sources of 
support, threats to others including children; stalking, and control over access to money, 
personal items, food, transportation, the telephone, internet and social media (HSE Policy 
on Domestic, Sexual and Gender based Violence, 2010). The Domestic Violence Act 2018 
has provided for a new criminal offence of coercive control. This is psychological abuse in an 
intimate relationship that causes fear of violence, or serious alarm or distress that has a 
substasubstantial adverse impact on a person’s day-to-day activities 
(Domestic Violence Act 2018).

IS YOUR ORGANISATION AWARE?

A CHECKLIST

This Checklist corresponds to the Responding to Domestic Abuse- A Code of Practice,
 developed by the Community Response to Domestic Abuse, Western Regional Network. 

The Code of Practice provides a framework of best practice for Family Resource Centres 
and other similar community based organisations to address the issue of Domestic Abuse 
in our communities. 

ThisThis Checklist is a tool to help us as individual organisations assess where we are within 
this framework. 

Find the Code of Practice
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